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Abstract  
 
This report presents UAWC's legal unit activities through the month of October, 2015  
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Introduction  
 

The Palestinian Farmers face many Israeli violations especially in the areas which are 

classified according to the Oslo agreement as "C" areas; those areas constituted 60 % 

of the West Bank areas, and are under the full control of the Israeli occupation. The 

Israeli violations include trees uprooting by the Israeli military or the Israeli settlers, 

physical or verbal assaults, theft of abandoned Palestinian properties under the claim 

“Israeli Custodian of Absentee Property", in addition to Israeli military orders such as 

seizure, confiscation, demolition, evacuation, and stop work orders. 

Regarding the intensity of the violations, it is important to note that the Israeli army 

and Israeli settlers uprooted more than 11,505 trees most of them were olive trees. 

Moreover, 460 structures were demolished during the first ten months of 2015P0F

1
P.  

 

In harmony with the plan Union of Agricultural Work Committees and its vision and 

mission and strategic objectives to stand in the face of the Israeli occupation,  UAWC 

established its legal unit in 2013 as a result of the intensity of the Israeli violations; 

the legal unit works on several aspects, mainly raising the legal awareness of the 

farmers, following up crimes of the occupation and  settlers against farmers, poor, and 

vulnerable in the occupied Palestinian territories and defending their legal cases in the 

courts, as well as standing against occupation policies of racism aimed at emptying 

the land of its indigenous population and blur their identities. 

 

UAWC works with the farmers through agricultural committees in the West Bank and 

Gaza strip, there is about 29 committees in the West Bank and 26 in Gaza Strip. Each 

committee has approximately 25.  

 

 

                                                           
1 The numbers are documented in the weekly reports of the United Nations Office for Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). 
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Through UAWC's work with the agricultural committees, it was noticed that the 

farmers lack the needed legal information that gives them the ability to defend their 

land and structures by stopping or delaying the implementation of the Israeli orders. 

Thus, UAWC gave legal awareness workshops to 407 farmers in different villages 

and cities in the West Bank. The workshops explained the correct legal procedure to 

defend the land and/or structures through the provision of legal papers, ownership 

documentation, and land surveying. 

 

Moreover, UAWC's legal unit follows up the legal cases of the farmers in the courts. 

The legal unit succeeded to freeze the implementation of 12 Stop work orders, 6 

evacuation orders, 4 demolition orders, and one exportation order, Also, it succeeded 

to freeze the confiscation of 4866 dunums, in a number of villages in the West Bank. 

 

It is important to note that UAWC's legal unit has established credibility amongst the 

Palestinian farmers, despite the fact that it is relatively new, especially because it 

works through the agricultural committees who were established by UAWC and trust 

the organization's work.  
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October Key Accomplishments 
 
Legal Unit along with Grassroots, Policies, and Advocacy department conducted 

several legal activities to defend Palestinian rights and expose the Israeli violations in 

the month that witnessed the most significant escalation in Israeli violent attacks:-  

 

1. UAWC launch a Call for Action to end the Israeli crimes   
 
UAWC wrote a call for action 33TURead UAWC's call for Action paper-EnglishU33T  to 

express its rejection of the recent Israeli attacks in the occupied Palestinian 

territories since 1P

st
P October; where the Israeli forces remarkably escalated the use 

of force against Palestinian civilians participating in demonstrations in the 

occupied Palestinian territories, using their internationally proscribed weapons 

against the unarmed stone throwers.    

More than 2000 human rights organizations, activists and social justice 

movements received the position paper to encourage them to raise their voice to 

stop the brutal Israeli violations against Palestinians. As a result, Grassroots 

International organization planned to conduct protests as a rejection of Netanyahu 

visit to the U.S. 

In addition, No Kai organization- Japan will organize a discussion event on 

November 23 in Osaka and December 12 in about the current Palestinian 

situation. 

 

2. UAWC wrote an Urgent Appeal to Secretary General, Ban Ki-moon  
 
UAWC noticed that the United Nations have taken no explicit and tangible actions 

to address the recent Israeli attacks in the occupied Palestinian territories since 1P

st
P 

October. Thus, UAWC wrote an urgent appeal letter 33TURead UAWC's letter to 

http://uawc-pal.org/Files/140a572a-b0f0-4f29-bbb2-93c81518b781.pdf.pdf
http://uawc-pal.org/Files/f406c07f-5493-4e71-9a49-2f02e0fbf9b3.pdf.pdf
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Secretary General, Ban Ki-moonU33T to ask urgent action against Israel’s systematic 

policy of ethnic cleansing of the Palestinian people in the occupied West Bank, 

Jerusalem, and Gaza Strip, and the discrimination against Palestinians in occupied 

Palestinian land in 1948. UAWC urged the United Nations to finally acknowledge 

the systematic killing and injuring of Palestinian civilian as a war crime and a 

crime against humanity, and act effectively to stop Israel’s violations and save the 

lives of Palestinians. In Addition, UAWC asked the United Nations and the 

international community to speak up, denounce the ongoing crimes against 

Palestinian people, put sanctions on Israel to end its violations of Palestinian 

human rights and international law, and force the Israeli Occupation to respect the 

international laws and the charter of the United Nations principles to stop their 

crimes.   

 
3. UAWC launched its Olive Harvest Campaign "Like olive trees' root, we 

resist."  
 
UAWC completed its olive harvest campaign under the slogan "Like olive trees' 

root, we resist." The campaign was launched in the beginning of October in Doma 

village in the Governorate of Nablus. UAWC's employees along with agricultural 

committees and a number of volunteers from AlQuds and Birzeit Universities 

have participated in the campaign's activities. 

The campaign had international volunteers' participation. A group of Japanese 

activists supported the farmers of the village of Ni'leen and Bila'n in the 

governorate of Ramalllah in their olive harvest and supported the farmers' 

resistance against the Israeli Apartheid Wall by planting olive trees in the village 

of Bil'in (Ramallah). As well as, they participated in the launch of campaign in 

Doma. 

UAWC launches an olive harvest campaign each year to help the Palestinian 

farmers and protect them from the Israeli violations. The presence of the 

international volunteers along with the Palestinian academics and students lowers 

the severity of the Israeli violations. The presence of activists can reduce the risk 

http://uawc-pal.org/Files/f406c07f-5493-4e71-9a49-2f02e0fbf9b3.pdf.pdf
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of extreme violence from Israeli settlers and army and supports Palestinians’ 

assertion of their right to earn their livelihood. In addition, The Olive Harvest 

Campaign provides a wonderful opportunity for international activists to spend 

time with Palestinian families in their olive groves and homes. 

Please watch UAWC's film about "Like olive trees' root, we 

resist": 33TUhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vxNvbTHYT-oU33T 

 
 

4. UAWC wrote a report about Israeli Violations against Palestinian 
Farmers 

 

UAWC follows up intensely the Israeli violations against the Palestinian farmers 

to expose the brutality of the occupation to the local and international world. 

Thus, UAWC wrote violation papers in both English and Arabic languages that 

show the recent Israeli crimes against agriculture sector during the month of 

October based on United Nations office for the coordination of Humanitarian 

Affairs' April weekly reports.  

33TURead UAWC's October Violation paper -English   

33TURead UAWC's October Violations paper-Arabic 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vxNvbTHYT-o
http://uawc-pal.org/Files/876c12e4-d9d4-4605-ac65-b8fc3699af49.pdf.pdf
http://uawc-pal.org/Files/627b9800-4469-47f4-8a0c-8c7566dce7a0.pdf.pdf
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